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We first met Ray and Caroline in April 2010; they were searching for a "traditional Italian country house, unde
emManInnni LINBLIFNBR (G2 dzyRSNIF{1S | avyrftt FyY2dzyd 2

Once we had helped them to find thelmome, we steered them through the buying process and then,
afterwards, we followed them as they carried out some work to their new home. They didn't want to spend a
huge amount on renovations, and were also keen to restore rather than replace, to mairttagncharacter of

the house. They wanted to use local craftsmen and also to do some of the work themselves. Using the words
and photos of Ray and Caroline, we are able to illustrate just how easy it can be to turn your dreams into
reality, on arelativelyd YI £ f 06dzRISG® ! yR KI @S t20Ga 2F Fdzy 2y

Having visited our dear friends in Abruzzo and stayed in their beautiful home, we decided this was the region we woul
love for our holiday home. After an unsuccessful sortie in December of 2009,we sdsréadernet and found a few

properties we wanted to view, with three separate agents. Having seen what the first two agents had to offer, we decid
that the properties were not for us, &80 fingers cros:

8th April 2010- Finding L'Oliveto

Today we met Tracey and her colleague, Vincenzo, and already feel sure that they are to be the ones with w
we want to do business. Having shown us around a couple of properties near Muraglie, we wound our way L
the adorable town of Montefino. We papul into the local bar and had coffee and cake. It was from this viewing
point that the next house we would be visiting was pointed out, in the Fino Valley, below. We both felt ree
excited as we made our way down the winding road that led to our holilayne to be. The road undulated and
meandered past farm houses and small holdings. We stopped momentarily on the apex of a bend in the r
and abruptly turned off to make our way down a stony track.

There, we had the first tantalizing elevated glimpsenbugh an olive grove, of a lichen covered, tiled rodfe
climbed the outside staircase and investigated the interior. Thesas a lot to do, but the little house already
hadour hearts. We have asked for a second viewing



9th April 2010 - Second Viewing

Weare hooked! We went back today with our loitigne English friends and they fell in love with it too! We
have explained to Tracey how much we want to pay and she has assured us thawilhéglk to the owners

and keep us informed of progress. This afternoon
fiscalesd for us. Tomorrow we fly back to Engl a
news é.

15th April 2010 - Offer accepted

Wedbve been home for |l ess than a week and the vel
with the good newsdWhat a wonderful surprise! That's a remarkable feeling. We forward our congratulations
to Vincenzo. It strikes us that he's a pretty cool negotiator!

We're both wearing silly grins. | don't know why because we're scared witless, ndvécey was true to her
word, with daily messages of progress about the negotiations. We calm dewinit,

16th April 2010 i Codice Ficales

Having forwarded some personal details about our places and dates of birth, Tracey also told us today that
has our codice fiscales; a kind of cross between a tax code and a National Insurance number. (The equiva
of a Social Security Number in the US).

Time to celebrateé.

17th April 20107T Rai mondo: ARayds Pl acebo
B ng British, we feel the need for some written
Italians think sweaprnei @eiusher ffarstt da pai nd. Vi n

abbreviated Compromesso is very good.

The details are fine, very comprehensive, in fact. We discover that the property is not, as originally thought,

the commune of Montefinojust 4Km from the tiny perched town from which we first viewed our new Italian

home, but Castiglione Messer Raimondo, the pretty town adjacent, equally high up, immediately across tl
Fino valley. (Raimondo : al most my name.) Il tds

We conveyedaur thanks to the vendor for her part in all of this. It must have been quite a significant moment
for her too, since the house had been her child

speed of operation and their gentle way with deop



18th April 201071 Paying the Deposit
Today, we receive an electronic version of a doc
Compromesso. Tracey has translated it for us beautifully. It contains the bank details of the owner, th
amount of the deposit required andtee mai ni ng sum payable at o0t he s
being a bit pushy and painful about detail. The

19th April 20107 Compromesso and codice fiscale, via email

Today,weinstructour bank to forward one seventh of the a
12.20 English time. The vendor should see her money by the end of this week.

20th April 20107 Shopping lists

Now wedve begun bombar duestgfor Jourees feryworkwien. HHowetopaoicdedvdth au
planned alterations, acquigtion of furniture, wood-burning stoves and more. Our initial nerves hadurned
into excitement and adrenbi n i s fl owing. Tracey has thoe bdeo e
disappoint. Within two days, we have been furnished with websites for kitchens andhishings. Large
Swedish DlYstores feature pretty heavily. It appears that unlike other regions in Italy, large depositories ¢

Italian Antiguesndonidesexpatts. ltds a shame bu:
21st April 20101 Coming up trumps

The websites Tracey recommends are proving invaluable. Whilst we draw up our list of proposed works, Tr:
provides the names afraftsmen: an electrician to rewire throughout and fit some new stuff downstairs; a
plumber to refurbish the bathroom and install some basic pipe work and drainage to both the old stable
which we'd like to create a summer kitchen) fit a gas firecoiter to heat domestic hot water and provide
radiators to the upstairs back bedrooms, and heated towel rail to the bathroom (just for cool Easters). We'd
plumbing and a basic bathroom in the room at the groutftbor back corner, in which we'd like toreate a
guest ©o6en suited. The exi s t-inang dr&ning leeheath thensouthlfacimge ¢
window.

Then the whole outside needs a plasterer's love to tidy up some patches hither and thither and a co
Caroline's chosen colourWe also need the right man to refit new fly screens to every opening (once th
builders have walked off site) and refurbish the existing windows and shutters. Caroline's already choosin
the paint colours! We have extensive minor works to be undertakgyhases, both inside and out. And so the
list grows....

My deposit has arrived safely and a 0Signind@Mayda
to 2nd June.

Tracey is never phased once but just keeps coming up trumps.



25th April 201071 Stufas and plans

We have a O6bee in -opuwurnbognetvénaboutt lae wiobiodchen,
call a stufa. Tracey is neameighbours with an iron monger who provides us with emailed examples to choos
from, with prices.We justloadhe up with our requests which keep

Vincenzo candét see any problem in doing the el ec
without going having to the commune. He has a copy of our plan, to ask a geometaizhe rest of the work.
Wow, we did strike lucky when we found these guys!

28th April 20101 6 Chri st eningdé the house.

We've pondered on a few random names for the hou

agentle,southfacinghi | si de in the midst of 150 olive trees
for '‘Casa Folle', (The Mad House) but it's also the Italian name for a Lunatic Asylum, so to avoid misdirected
mail, we thought better of it. oOoL8OIivetod has s

29th April 2010 7 A Stufa called Rosa.

o -

acey has helped us decide on a Stuf a. I
I'1I's

r tds ca
be and whistlesé6 we need. ltds more t han

S u

With regards to Vincenzo's enquiries with the commune, he can confirm that the wiring, plumbing, hot watel
supply and basic fixings which do not effect the outside appearance are all pretty fundamental and do nc
need the permission of the commune, in ardier us to proceed. Oh, yes and a gas tank! We have drawn som
Ovisualsé6 and elevation drawings of our propose
windows will remain original, should we be able to restore all and have them dpedbf, secure and looking

good. Wedre pleased to take advice on all of the

30th April 20107 Learning to walk before we run.

We do not wish to upset the "apple cart' by contravening the rules of the commune. We must walk before
run but are keen to have as much ready as possible so we can set things in motion once we have full owners
(Would outside wall lights upset anyone, we wonder®h. Caroline's chosen the colour for the masonry paint
for outside,(a soft peachy gold); the woodwartdour will be an old fashioned duclkgg-green/blue throughout
and inside will be all white walls, except for the kitchen which will be a gentle parchment or light straw.

We thank Tracey again for doing our e rith aur dequests.
Shopping from such a great distance is very challenging. Never does she shirk from our demands. Nothin
is too much trouble.



2nd May 20101 Surf or Turf?

We' ve been surfing t he-addressésdraceyeseneus ans haveycome soithe gonctugic
that we can getpretty much everything we need by way of furniture from either "lkea", living room and
bedroom and/or "Mondo" for kitchen units.

We dondt know whether Rome or Ancona has the ne
province of "Casgjlione Messer Raimondo" from that distance using the dime service? That being said, we
don't have computer access in Italy yet. Weodre g
visit. So, we ask whether Tracey can postoutsam®t al ogues. ltds no probl e

4th May 20101 Star Wars Day

Vincenzo's appointment is perfect. 10am on Tuesday 1st June. I'll be there! Appointments are made to m¢
host of craftsmen sequentially on the days before and following thigsing. Caroline and | were going to go

together but it would cost the equivalent of a n
is just as much Carolineds adventure, as emithrus bu

I'm going to check out the flights immediately, places to stay and hire a car. | look forward to meeting all the
craftsmen, on either the Monday, 31st May or Weds 2nd June depending on flights etc.

5th May 20107 The Appointments with the Notary, Bank and Craftsmen are all fixed.

| confirm with Tracey that | shall fly into Pescara at 20.30 on Sunday 30 May. | have hired a little car and
shall be staying at the Hotel Di Rocco in Loreto Aprutino.

| plan to fly home from Pescara on Wednesd&ynd June at 15.00. Thereds
two and a half days. Arrangements are made for me to get access into the house first thing on Monday.
need to check measurements, take photos etc.

The date and time are fixed for the offiil purchase but I dondt know w
million new questions fly through our heads. We need to know what Vincenzo's expectations are as to
amounts of money the various O6part i cdthenmhdsady advicd |
about smooth transfers. Cash/ bankerds draught s

I'll also need to get out and about to look at various appliances, boilers and bathroom bits, so | can order the
sanction others to order what | need as work progresses.

Will the plumber be able to show me what he recommends by way of water heating boilers and radiators etc
example? | will also have the remainder of Tuesday, after the notary meeting and Wednesday morning to |
up any loose ends.



7th May 20107 Dates and Times.

Tracey tells us thatit was Star Wars Day 5 years ago that she left the UK to live in Abruzzo. A date she'll
always remember. All arrangements are put in place. Dates and Times are confirmed. The transaction wil
take place at the Notaryds office in Pescara.

15th May 20107 Money Advice

We now need to move some significant sums of money. Tracey has provided us with a phone number :
direct email address for a currency brokerl deal with him directly and n
process is underway. Our stling savings have to be converted to Euros at the optimum moment and the
transferred to my new bank account in Abruzzo. Vincenzo has made all the arrangements at the Italian end
on my behalf. | have an Italian bank manager and a temporary account hiasen set up.

Let's hope the I celandic Ash is going to start [
seriously disrupted. No going back now.

18th May 20107 Volcanic Ash and Deal Tickets

From Tracey,
0The vol cadmiokialgowd biig dodgy at the moment, hope
An understatement in our opinion!

| follow good adviceegarding currency conversion. We have a Deal Ticket which confirms the exchange rat
for our pounds into Euros.l have copied and fully completed it. Money moves, electronically. | had alread
given both my UK and my Italian banks the reference prior to receiving the ticket and | have a record of ti
transaction. The button is pressed and GBPs are winging thé@®AXed way to Abruzzo overnight for receipt
on Thursday 19th.

20th May 20107 A bit hot under the collar.

Our bit of England has just begun to warm up in more ways than one; both with respect to the weather and ¢
body temperatures and pulses:

Monieshave been transferred and the sun is shining.
safe hands.



